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Abstract

Human development is the development of human beings on the one hand
and the active development of the interaction of the other hand. Namely, that
human development must include the development of human capital and social
capital at the same time. Social capital refers to the institutional system, the
relations, the dominant culture, customs and traditions that affect all members of
the community, including those with special needs, which reflects in the
participation in social and economic interactions with a direct impact on the
development process and its continuation. The idea of research is based on the
process of integrating and activating the role of people with special needs within
their community. This is due to the fact that the problem of the disabled and
disability stems from the circumstances and the different social contexts that
qualify for the disability that put unjustified constraints and obstacles that are
not based on scientific insights to the participation of disabled persons in the
activities of social life. The research aims to pay attention to the process of
integrating people with special needs within the community and change the
prevailing culture of disability through the identification of roles that can be
contributed by members of the community and its institutions to achieve the
normalization of this social category and accepting them in order to access the
development of policies and mechanisms for their integration in all development
issues. The current research tries to answer the following question: What roles
can the community, including its all systems and institutions, play to give those
with special needs the knowledge, trends, values and skills that enable them to
integrate into the activities of social life? This is achieved by answering several
sub-questions included in the evidence of the case study: 1- What is the nature
of perception of some members of the community for people with special needs?
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2- what is the perception of members of the community to deal with people with
special needs? 3- How can we develop a positive view of the role of people with
special needs? 4- What forms of social care for people with special needs? 5-
What ways to empower and integrate people with special needs in the
community and take advantage of them? The research was conducted in the
town of Kom Hamada - Al-Behera County in the months of September and
October 2004 on a number of fifteen cases selected in a deliberate manner
consistent with the nature of the research and were as follows: five cases of
workers in the education and care for people with special needs, five cases
concerned with issues related to people special needs (selected after a number of
questions to clarify the extent of their interest and their prior knowledge of
people with special needs who are usually relatives or neighbors, etc...), and five
cases of heads of families with a disabled child. These cases were studied by
interview and open group interview. The results showed the low status of people
with special needs in the community and suffering from many social and
psychological problems resulting, mainly, from the society's perception of the
disability, from the disability in itself. It was also noted the lack of disabled
access to many of the rights and services than those of ordinary, lack of
adequate employment opportunities for people with special needs, even in the
context of the 5% of jobs as stated in the law, and in the case of the work of
these individuals, it is noted that they were working in works or jobs not
commensurate with the certificate of rehabilitation, which is given to them from
the offices of Labor and Social Affairs. Moreover, physical disability and
poverty Healthcare maximize the suffering of people with special needs and
their families and reflect on the low participation in community activities and
the different orientation of the isolated. Finally, the study recommended
establishing specialized scientific centers to study all issues related to disability
and disabled, support the activities and programs of NGOs working in the area
of care and education needs of the various forms of financial and technical
support, establishment of social and sporting clubs to provide a context for the
specialized practice with special needs and their families of all sports and
recreational activities and establishment of training centers and vocational
qualification for those with special needs to provide skills that enable them to
work with various forms of vocational assistance for independent living.

To refer: El-Kassas, Mahdy Mohammad, Social empowerment of people with special needs: A field study,
The 2nd Arab conference "mental disability between care and avoiding" Asuit university, Egypt, 14-15
December 2004, pp.1-25.
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