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Reading Abilities in a Sample of Hearing-Impaired Students
Attending Elementary and Intermediate Special Education Schools
in Riyadh: a Comparative Study

Mohammed J. Thabit

Assistant Professor
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This study aimed at evaluating the reading skills of hearing-impaired
students attending special education classes at elementary and
intermediate levels, relative to their counterparts in other cultures. The
sample of hearing-impaired students were drawn from boys special
elementary and intermediate schools for the deaf in the city of Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. Their hearing impairement ranged from intermediate-
severe to profound and their ages were between 11 and 20 years old. The
normal-hearing students were drawn randomly from several public
schools representing different districts in the city. Normal hearing
subjects had no apparent handicap and their ages were between 11 and 18
years old. Adminstration of the reading comprehension test and the
demographic information questionaire, demonstrated that there were
statistically significant differences between hearing-impaired and normal-
hearing students in the reading comprehension scores, in favour of the
latter group. Length of school attendance was found to be a contributing
factor in the improvement of most of the reading skills being evaluated.
For neither group did parents education correlate with reading
comprehension scores, despite a big variance in reading scores among
hearing-impaired subjects. The general conclusion that can be drawn
from the results of the present study is that hearing impairement was,
possibly, one of the main factors contributing to the lower reading scores
of the hearing-impaired sample. This was demonstrated by the fact that
reading scores for this sample was comparable to those reported by
studies conducted on the same population in other cultures.
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