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Research Problem: The thesis addresses the following question:
What are the social factors that lead to violence among secondary school students?
Research Importance:

Y.

To be aware of the nature and magnitude of school violence in the secondary stage of
education in terms of the factors producing it and to what extent does it jeopardize the safety
and stability of the society and the school environment which are based on interaction and
cooperation.

To end with outcomes and recommendations that would substantially contribute to the
identification of violence patterns, causes and factors generating it with special emphasis on
the social factors. Not that but the dissertation would suggest counter-violence solutions in
the objectives of downsizing the phenomenon or even eradicate it. Decisions makers and
concerned individuals and bodies are likely to benefit from these proposed solutions.

Research Objectives: The Dissertation strives to realize the following targets:

~A O ™

\

To identify the dominant patterns of violence among secondary school students.

To determine the exact contribution of the family in the creation of school violence.

To be cognizant on the role played by the family financial status in the generation of school
violence.

To identify the influences of on the appearance of school violence.

To see whether social status of the family is contributive to school violence or not?

To be ware of the relationship between educational level and school violence.

To identify the contribution of school environment in the appearance of violence.

Research Questions: The research attempted an answer for the following questions:

|
Y.
v
¢

What are the dominant patterns of violence among secondary school student?

What role does family plays in the prevalence of school violence?

Has the financial status of the family any impact on school violences?

Do companion groups have any impact on the nature and magnitude of school violence?



°. Is the social status of the family contributive to the school violence or not?
1. Has the educational level any relationship with school violence?
Y. Does the school environment lead to school violence?
Research Methodology: The researcher adopted the descriptive analytical approach. Two
questionnaires were designed in providing vital data. The first one was distributed to a
population made up of secondary school students in Eastern Riyadh whereas the population for
the second questionnaire was a sample selected from among headmasters, deputy headmasters,
teachers, and students’ supervisors from the same secondary schools (in Eastern Riyadh). Data
collected covered a wide spectrum of variables including basic data, personal data and data
pertinent to various themes of the research.

Important Results:

).

Information provided by students confirmed the dominance of some patterns of violence
in schools. Instances include noise and loud voices. Headmasters, their deputies,
teachers and supervisors reported that hot dilectal dialogues among students eventually
lead to violent behavior.

Students referred to a fair (moderate) impact of family upbringing in the appearance of
school violence. Absence of parental care and monitoring is given as an example. The
other group i.e. headmasters, deputy headmasters etc., hold the idea that school violence
is to a greater extent an outcome of the “no care” rendered to the student by their
families.

Students told the interviewers that the financial status of families is only of moderate
stance as regards school violence. Top among variables incorporated under financial
status came the economic and living standards disparities among students. Their
counterparts i.e., the headmasters etc., categorically emphasized the role of the financial
status on the dominance of school violence. In support of their claim they referred to the
high incidence of violent cases among low income students?

Students referred to fair role of companion groups on the prevalence of violent behavior.
On the other hand the headmasters, deputy headmasters confirmed that role and rate it
top importance.

Social level of the family was of only moderate significance as regards school violence
from the standpoint of students. Family problems are given as an exemplary of such
claim, the other group (headmasters, deputy headmasters etc., described the social
position of the family as of top importance as far as violent behavior is concerned.
Reference is made to the high violence occurrences among students desending from law
social class family.

Low educational standards of families is held responsible, though only moderately, for
the prevalence of violent behavior. That is the view of the students whereas the second
group of the interviewers (headmasters, deputy headmasters etc.,) maintained that
educational level is of outstanding contribution to the dominance of violent behavior.
Headmasters, their deputies, teachers and supervisors, are of the idea that school
environment is an important factor in the determination of violence levels. Lack of
cooperation between students and teachers is given in support of their opinion. On the
contrary students only moderately attribute to school environment a role on the
predominance of school violence. The non-availability of sports and social events
facilities in schools provides a salient support for their claim.
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