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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify and analyze the status of individuals with
special needs in United Arab Emirates (UAE) in relation to social,
cultural and economic background. Specific variables were investigated
including degree of relations between parents, economic status of the
family, educational level of parents, and type of relations between parents
and between children with disabilities and their siblings. The sample of
the study consisted of all parents of children with special needs enrolled
in special education centers in the United Arab Emirates.

An instrument for the study was developed and its validation was
tested through content validity and correlation between each item and
the total score. Reliability was tested using internal consistency
procedures and reached (0.91). Results of the study revealed significant

differences of (.05) pertaining to the relations between parents, children

with special needs and their siblings in the favor of those who have good
relations. A significance difference was also found with respect to the
level of parents’ education in the favor of high school for fathers and
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illiterate mothers, while there was no significant difference according to
the degree of relations between parents and economic backgrounds.

Based upon the findings of the study, recommendations are made
related to developing awareness programs promoting early intervention
and improving parents’ educational and economic status.
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